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Two dramatic scenes from the final Peter 
Davison story. The Caves of Androzani, 
directed by Graeme Harper. 
that it wasn't something normally done 
on Doctor Who which is fast action, and 
mixing slows things down and I said that 
I'd like to try mixes because they were 
called out for in the script and that the 
music, if constructed well, would make 
the mixes work. I had in my head the 
kind of music I wanted. I thought Roger's 
music was stunning and there was one 
sequence in the first episode where you 
see Jek walking around preparing his 
android replicas of the Doc and Peri and 
I did that in a series of mixes because if 
I'd shown him doing everything it would 
normally have taken about 2 minutes of 
programme time. So I mixed it all. Just 
to keep it going, keep it sinister and 
never see his face until he laughs at the 
execution. I just wanted to keep this 
tension going and the only way for me to 
do that was with mixes and some strange 
music, which I think worked." 

With time pressing I moved onto the 
regeneration scene, a very important part 
of the story. Was Graeme happy with that 
— did he get what he wanted? 

"60% of what I wanted. The other 40% 
I couldn't have purely because of the 
enormous cost and time involved in using 
electronic effects. I had all the material 
but it just takes a long time to do. I had 
watched the previous regenerations and 
decided I wanted to do something 


different because I don't think it would 
be fair on your audience to repeat what 
went before, and we live in a smashing 
age of electronic effects, etc, so we can 
play with them — time permitting. What 
I wanted to do — I'll try to describe this 
as best I can — was to have Peter Davison 
lying on the floor and his face to 
gradually disintegrate under electronic 
effects and then bring in Colin and do the 
same, but in reverse, build his face up 
gradually, all to be shot on a locked- 
off camera. Then having recorded that 
scene we took all the bits of the assistants 
and the Master previously recorded and 


Dave Chapman and I reduced the 
assistants on Quantel and played around 
with the shots, making them spin around, 
the idea being to build up a cacophony of 
pictures and sound." 

The final question I asked Graeme was 
whether he would be directing a Doctor 
Who story in the future. He said he hoped 
to, possibly the final story of the new 
season, but nothing was confirmed. And 
at the moment he is busy directing 
episodes of BBC's District Nurse down in 
Cardiff, and sometime during the summer 
a programme he directed called Hope and 
Glory should be transmitted. ■ 
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A fter seven years in one role actor 
Tom Baker could be forgiven for 
wanting to leave Doctor Who and 
prove to himself and the audience that 
he could act in a variety of other roles 
as well, ranging from Sherlock Holmes 
for the BBC through to the teacher in 
Willy Russell’s stage production of 
Educating Rita, a part taken by Michael 
Caine in the recent award winning film. 

And after Tom Baker’s successful 
seven years you could forgive Peter 
Davison for saying “No” to the oppor¬ 
tunity of taking on the role - would the 
public accept such a difference? Did the 
BBC want the programme to last? How 
could an actor be so totally different and 
yet still keep the programme’s ratings. 

No small wonder then that, having 


finally agreed to play the Doctor, Peter 
Davison approached the role with reser¬ 
vation. The fact that the show is still 
here, complete with Colin Baker as the 
new Doctor, is a tribute to Davison’s 
enigmatic, and different, style. 

Although on screen for a mere nine 
months, Peter Davison was the Doctor, 
his stamp was firmly established through 
both Davison’s personna in interviews and 
the ability of his producer, John Nathan- 
Tumer to turn the show once more into 
headline attracting news for the British 
national press. Not just the tabloids but 
even the “quality” papers stretched them¬ 
selves to build up stories about Peter 
Davison’s departure, his new companion 
(Peri) and the constantly shifting trans¬ 
mission times and days. Over three years, 
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Left: The cricketing image of the fifth Doctor. Above: The Master (Anthony Ainley) points an 
accusing finger at the Doctor on the Planet of Fire. Below left: The Doctor comforts the some¬ 
what upset Tegan (Janet Fielding) in Snakedance. Below right: The Doctor emerges from the 
TARDiS, ready for the fancy dress ball in Black Orchid. 



Peter Davison pulled the show up from 
a cheap looking BBC answer to Battlestar 
Galactica and Buck Rogers to a show that 
could equal the American SF programmes 
not just in story detail but that old bug¬ 
bear - visual effects. The Peter Davison 
era of Doctor Who was not only popular 
with the viewers but also with the Powers 
That Be in the BBC and abroad, notably 
in America. 

In its early days, the Davison era had to 
contend with some stiff competition like 
the Beeb’s own ill-fated Blake’s 7, ITV’s 
Sapphke and Steel and American series 
like Buck Rogers. The fact that it is still 
going strong while those and many other 
television programmes have long since 
curled up and died is a testimony to three 
of the most productive and enjoyable 


years the programme has had in its 
twenty one years run. 

The character of the Doctor was of 
course the most important factor. “Played 
like Tristan (of All Creatures Great and 
Small) but brave,” was one viewer’s 
suggestion on Pebble Mill and it seemed 
to be a suggestion that appealed to Peter 
Davison and stuck. Indeed, the fifth 
Doctor was very like the Herriot inspired 
vet, always willing to burst in and do 
what was necessary but not always 
succeeding, having overlooked some 
detail that stopped him. In Four To 
Doomsday he hadn’t reckoned with 
Adric’s gullibility, in Frontios he didn’t 
expect the suggestion to either let him 
help or shoot him to be taken quite so 
literally (needless to say, the colonists ► 
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Left: Peter Davison as the Doctor with the 
strange alien boy known as Turlough (Mark 
Strickson). Above: Nyssa (Sarah Sutton), the 
Doctor and Tegan (Janet Fielding) find them¬ 
selves under the influence of an evil power in 
Time-Flight. Below: The Doctor at the 
impressive console of his trusty time and space 
machine, the TARDiS. 


decided that his help was the very last 
thing they wanted) and most importantly, 
he hadn’t made allowances for Adric’s 
reckless loyalty and stubborness that led 
to the boy’s tragic and needless death. 
Other Doctors have had their share of 
sad moments as friends have left their 
company and have displayed their 
grief in various diverse ways, but none 
have reacted quite so shocked as the fifth 
Doctor at Tegan Jovanka’s sudden 
decision to go. The first Doctor was 
embittered and hurt at Ian and Barbara’s 
departure, although deep down he knew 
it was for the best. The third Doctor 
watched almost tearfully as Jo Grant left 
him to marry her “younger version”, Cliff 
Jones. In Resurrection of the Daleks it 
finally strikes him that his companions 
don’t always appreciate his lifestyle of 
action and adventure, where people live 
and die for no real reason. Tegan’s near 
hysterical condemnation of their battle, 
her dislike of the callous destruction of 
the Daleks by the virus that the Doctor 
deliberately infected them with, proves 
too much and so she goes, refusing even 
to talk it over with him, leaving the 
Doctor stunned and amazed. Although 
Adric’s death shook him, immediately 
afterwards at the start of Time-Flight 
we saw him briskly hiding any grief by 
insisting on carrying on as if nothing had 
happened. 

When Planet of Fire opens we see a 
miserable Doctor still unable to come to 
grips with Tegan’s going and even 
Turlough can say little to relieve him. 

Of all the companions the fifth Doctor 
had, Nyssa of Traken seemed to be the 
one he was most able to relate to, being 
a scientifically straightforward alien like 



////✓/✓✓///I 


himself, and yet the one he seemed least 
anxious about after she left. Even Tegan’s 
suggestion that Nyssa would probably 
die on the Lazar colony had little effect 
on the Doctor, and he let her go without 
any hesitation, knowing that nothing he 
could say would change the young girl’s 
determination. The Doctor Mk 5’s 
relationships with his final two com¬ 
panions were the most complicated of his 
incarnation. His initial liking of Turlough 
gradually became a mere acceptance, 
whilst Turlough himself progressed from 
being an untrustworthy saboteur to loyal 
and dedicated friend who always 
managed to overcome his natural 


cowardice if the Doctor was threatened. 
During his departure it is the Trion who 
seems more upset than the Time Lord 
and so to Peri Brown, who after only two 
stories, the fifth Doctor seemed to get 
along with very well, appreciating her 
natural curiosity (much like his own) and 
her ability to say what she means. In The 
Caves of Androzani as they both await 
execution, the Doctor apologises to her 
for bringing her to the planet, blaming 
his own curiosity. She in turn agrees that 
it is his fault and that she doesn’t 
particularly want to die but as that is how 
things look, there’s little point in 
moaning. It is this logical, but never cold 
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REGULAR COLUMNIST, DRSALL Y GARYSAYS: 

"STARBURST MAGAZINE IS THE ONLY WAY TO STAY IN 
TOUCH WITH WHAT'S NEW IN THE FANTASY GENRE ." 



FUTURE ISSUES OF STARBURST WILL INCLUDE FEATURES ON JOE 
DANTE’S GREMLINS, WALTER HILL'S STREETS OF FIRE, STEPHEN KING'S 
CHILDREN OF THE CORN, Pil/STHE LAST STARFIGHTER, CONAN 2 AND 
STAR TREK 3. 


PLACE A REGULAR ORDER WITH YOUR NEWSAGENTNOW! 













